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Consent 
Agenda 
Highlights

Sarasota County Schools, Wear Red Day Group Photo, February 2, 2024.



Consent Agenda Highlights –
#8) Approval of the Affiliation Agreements 
Between Grand Canyon University and the 

Sarasota County School Board, FL

Description:
The affiliation agreement will allow students 
pursuing education degrees at Grand Canyon 
University to complete classroom observations, 
field experiences and final clinical teaching 
internships, related to their classroom instruction 
and degree path, with the Sarasota County Schools. 



Internship Initiative

We currently have 20 final teacher interns in 
our schools. This is a 250% increase over the 
first semester of the 2023-2024 School Year. 

Thanks to our partnership with the Charles and Margery Barancik 
Foundation, we can now pay our interns $15/hour!  

12
SCS Schools

20
Interns

7
Universities



Consent Agenda Highlights –
#10) Approval of the Agreement Between 

Booker Promise Foundation, Inc. and the 
School Board of Sarasota County, FL

Description:
The Booker Promise Foundation focuses on 
ensuring students are post-secondary ready 
through comprehensive plans encompassing 
college and career preparedness, mentoring, 
professional planning, life readiness skills, 
and scholarships. 



Consent Agenda Highlights –
#29) Approval of Contract to Purchase 
Property for a Future School in Lakewood 
Ranch, Waterside DRI

Description:
As part of the 2010 School Planning Agreement for the Villages of Lakewood 
Ranch South Development of Regional Impact (DRI), a twenty plus (20+) acre 
school site was set aside to mitigate the impacts of the proposed 5,144 residential 
unit development. With build-out of the now Waterside DRI (fka Villages of 
Lakewood Ranch South) nearing 75% completion, the purchase of the 20+ acre 
school site will be needed to serve the future educational needs in this area. The 
funds for this purchase are in the currently approved 2023-24 capital budget.



SCS News &
Announcements

Sarasota County Schools, Superintendent 
Student Forum, January 2024.



SCS Senior Military Academy 
Appointments  Announced!

 Riverview High School
o Wilhelm Hamburger – U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
o Alexandra Witherspoon – U.S. Air Force Academy

 Sarasota High School
o Hayden Wilding – Verbally committed to West Point
o Sidney Brann – Verbally committed to U.S. Naval Academy

 Pineview School
o Casey Aten – U.S. Naval Academy
o Ethan Wang – West Point

 Venice High School
o Micah Thomson – West Point

Congratulations to the following SCS Seniors for their academy appointments:



Karla Sams of Sarasota Middle School 
Named FL Literacy Teacher of the Year!

Congratulations, Karla Sams, for being 
recognized as the 2024 Florida Literacy 
Teacher of the Year!
Karla was given this prestigious recognition 
at the 2024 Florida Literacy Association’s 
Annual Conference. 
She currently teaches Civics to eighth 
graders but is also Sarasota Middle School’s 
literacy leader and co-president of the 
Sarasota Reading Council. Way to go, Karla!



Mrs. Lewis, a Riverview Band Teacher, 
Awarded the Oliver Hobbs Award

Congratulations, Mrs. Lewis, for being 
awarded the Oliver Hobbs Award from 
the Florida Bandmasters Association!
She was awarded for consistently 
achieving top ratings in all MPAs and 
delivering exceptional service to the 
profession.
Mrs. Lewis has been honored as one of 
only four band directors recognized 
annually for this esteemed award. 



Woodland Middle School Receives 
STEM School of Excellence Award

Congratulations, Woodland Middle 
School, for receiving the ITEEA STEM 
School of Excellence Award!
They were one of only 29 schools to be 
selected to receive this award 
internationally and one of three middle 
schools (not including K-8’s or 6-12’s).



School Choice 2024



February is Black 
History Month!



National School 
Counseling Week



Florida Prepaid Open Enrollment and 
Scholarships Have Started!

Florida Prepaid Open Enrollment has 
begun! It is open from February 1st to 
April 30th of 2024. 
The Board of Florida Prepaid has also 
announced that they are lowering the 
monthly prices of Prepaid Plans by up 
to 25% for this year’s Open 
Enrollment period!  



2022-23 SCS 
Graduation Rate



“In Tune!” –
New SCS Podcast

SCS is getting their very own podcast! 
Tune in on YouTube, Spotify, or Apple 
Podcasts on February 8th to learn 
about School Choice here at Sarasota 
County Schools. 
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